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Panciitaradhya that, after having championed the
Virasaiva cause at the Chola court, he was on his way
to visit Basava when he heard of the latter's death.
Of Ekoratna it is said that he converted Bijjala's
queen; and of Reva^a that he was the instructor of
Siddharama. The previous incarnations of these
acharyas, referred to in the Basava-pura^a, may be
dismissed as fabulous.
(iii) An inscription of about 1200 at Ablur in the
Dharwar district records the doings of one, Ekanta
Ramayya, an ardent worshipper of Siva, who defeated
the Jainas in controversy and displaced their temple by
a temple to Siva. He is said to have effected this by
laying a wager that he would cut off his own head, and
that it would be restored seven days later by the grace
of Siva, Bijjala, hearing of this miracle, summoned
him to court, and gave him gifts of land for the Ablur
temple. As these events are placed shortly before 1162,
he must have been a contemporary of Basava, but
Basava is not named; In the Ba$ava-pur&iia> however,
which was written 200 years later, it is said that
Basava himself was present when the wager, was made.
It is to be noted that even the sasana is thirty-three
years later than the alleged miracle,1
(iv) There were in connection with the court of one
of the Ballal rajas, three Saiva poets, Harl^vara,
Raghavanka and Kereya Padmarasa. (See pp. 60, 62,}
There has been some difficulty in fixing the particular
Ballal raja under whom they lived; but Mr. Narasimha-
charya has given reason to show that it was probably
Narasimha I (1141-1173). If so, they must have been
contemporaries of Basava. But they make no reference
to him, arid must have drawn their inspiration from
some other source.
From these considerations it seems probable that
the Virasaiva movement had already been for some
time in progress before Basava; and that the pro-
* See Epigraphies Indica, v. (1899), Indian Antiquary > xxx.
H.901), and Bhandarkar's Vai$hnamsm} Saivism and Minor
Ktligious Systems, pp. 13140,